TOURISM (& )

Ishikawa, with its rich nature and traditional culture, has
many attractive tourist resources. In 2010, 21,546,000
tourists visited the prefecture.

The beautiful coastline of the Noto Peninsula displays
a marked contrast between the rugged scenery along the
outer coast and the tranquil waters of the inner coast.
Wakura Onsen, a famous hot spring district overlooking
Nanao Bay, sees nearly about 1 million visitors annually
who come to enjoy the local hospitality and food.

Kanazawa, the capital city of Ishikawa, has still retained
its old castle-town allure. In the center of the city is
Kenrokuen Garden (one of the Japan's three most beautiful
gardens), Kanazawa Castle Park, and a district of old
samurai houses; in this area, one can also see traditional
crafts such as Kaga Yuzen silk dyeing. The city is also the
birthplace of many great modern authors such as Kyoka
Izumi, Shisei Tokuda, and Saisei Muro.

In Southern Kaga, at the center of Hakusan National
Park, lies Mt. Hakusan, one of the Japan's three holy
mountains, which boasts a vast forest and high alpine
vegetation. At the foot of the mountain are many ski
resorts with magnificent views and well-equipped facilities
complete with rustic hot springs.

The four hot spring towns of Yamanaka, Yamashiro
Katayamazu, and Awazu make up the Kaga Hot Springs
District, which, along with Wakura Hot Springs, is one
of the most well-known hot springs districts in Japan.
Famous for their comfortable accommodations and high
quality customer service, these hot springs attract over
2.2 million visitors every year. The hot springs district
and the surrounding area form a major tourist destination,
which also offers a number of other attractions, such as
the Echizen Kaga Coast Quasi-National Park, Natadera
Temple, golf courses, and a variety of traditional craft
industries like Yamanaka lacquerware and Kutani pottery.
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Kenrokuen Garden (37<H)

Kakusenkei Gorge (EBfiliE)
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