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In order to further improve access routes to the three major Japanese metropolises (Tokyo, Osaka, and
Nagoya), Ishikawa Prefecture is promoting the development of high-standard arterial highways. At the
same time, the prefecture also aims to construct new east-west and north-south highways as the traffic
foundation for broader regional exchange and cooperation.

In the case of Komatsu Airport, the prefecture is working to create new demand in passenger and cargo
transport and is planning to increase air routes. The prefecture is also taking steps, such as reducing noise
pollution, to improve the living environment around the airport.

After Noto Airport became operational in July 2003, travel time to Tokyo was considerably reduced,
increasing the flow of people to and from Tokyo. Today, Noto Airport has become a hub facility in the
region, contributing effectively to the region's revitalization.

Ishikawa Prefecture is working hard to ensure that the Hokuriku Shinkansen begins service to Kanazawa
by the end of the 2014 fiscal year. We will also continue to lobby for expansion of the Shinkansen line to
Tsuruga and ultimately Osaka.
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